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Welcome as we continue to meet in this new way  
to celebrate the Easter season.

In all that is strange, it is also wonderful in that we 
are now sharing in leading our worship  

with friends from all three of our usual services,  
and of course many of us already know each other 

from times when we join together for special 
services.  

It is a great gift that we are able to worship together 
as one congregation and hear each other’s voices 
as we share in familiar and new ways of singing, 

praying, and hearing God’s voice among us. 

Today’s service was recorded at home by members of  
The Ministry Team, and their families.

Special thanks to Sue Wager for assisting with the 
reading, and Keith & Jo Green for the Alleluia.

We are now in Ascensiontide, celebrating Jesus as our 
risen, ascended and exalted Lord, now in his rightful 

place in heaven and recognised as Lord and King of all 
creation.   

We look towards Pentecost and as part of the global 
prayer initiative, Thy Kingdom Come, we pray for the 
outpouring of the Holy Spirit so that we now, as the 



Church, are empowered to be the Body of Christ here 
on earth, filled with the life of Jesus through the gift of 

the Spirit.  

Please join in with the prayers and hymns. 

             The Gathering
Lesley greets us:

Grace, mercy and peace  
from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ 
be with you all. 
And also with you.

Opening Acclamation
Christ has gone up on high. 
Alleluia.

God raised Christ from the dead  
and enthroned him at his right hand  
in the heavenly realms.

In him we too have new life  
and are promised the eternal life of heaven.

When Christ, who is our life, is 
revealed, 
we too will be revealed with him in 
glory.
Christ has gone up on high.
Alleluia!



We sing together:

Hymn

Christ is the King! O friends, rejoice; 
brothers and sisters, with one voice  
tell all the world he is your choice. 
Alleluia.
 
O magnify the Lord, and raise  
anthems of joy and holy praise  
for Christ’s brave saints of ancient days. 
Alleluia.
 
Christ through all ages is the same: 
place the same hope in his great name, 
with the same faith his word proclaim. 
Alleluia.
 
Let love’s unconquerable might 
your scattered companies unite  
in service to the Lord of light. 
Alleluia.

So shall God’s will on earth be done, 
new lamps be lit, new tasks begun, 
and the whole church at last be one. 
Alleluia.
words: George Bell (1883-1958) 
music: Melody from Melchior Vulpius’s Gesanfbuch, 1609 



Prayers of Confession – led by Linda

The Spirit of the Lord fills the world  
and knows our every word and deed. 
Let us then open ourselves to the Lord  
and confess our sins in penitence and faith.

You raise the dead to life in the Spirit: 
Lord have mercy. 
Lord have mercy  
 
You bring pardon and peace to the broken in heart: 
Lord have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. 

You make one by your Spirit the torn and divided: 
Lord, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy.

Absolution – Lesley

May the God of love and power 
forgive you and free you from your sins, 
heal and strengthen you by his Spirit, 
and raise you to new life in Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 



We sing together the song of the angels: ‘Glory in the highest to 
the God of heaven’

Gloria 
Glory in the highest to the God of heaven! 
Peace to all your people through the earth be given: 
mighty God and Father, thanks and praise we bring, 
singing alleluias to our heavenly King. 

Jesus Christ is risen, God the Father's Son: 
with the Holy Spirit, you are Lord alone! 
Lamb once killed for sinners, all our guilt to bear, 
show us now your mercy, now receive our prayer.  

Christ the world's true Saviour, high and holy one, 
seated now and reigning from your Father's throne: 
Lord and God, we praise you; highest heaven 
adores: 
in the Father's glory, all the praise be yours! 
 
Words: Christopher Idle (b.1938), based on Gloria in excelsis 
Music: Noel nouvelet, French carol, 15th century, arr. Jeremy Jepson (b.1973)

Collect –  Michelle

Let us pray that our risen and ascended Lord 
will lead us to eternal life.
Risen, ascended Lord,
as we rejoice at your triumph,



fill your Church on earth with power and compassion,
that all who are estranged by sin
may find forgiveness and know your peace,
to the glory of God the Father. Amen.

First Reading – Acts 1.6-14 – read by Sue 
Wager

A Reading from the Acts of the Apostles.

When the apostles had come together, they asked him, ‘Lord, is 
this the time when you will restore the kingdom to Israel?’ He 
replied, ‘It is not for you to know the times or periods that the 
Father has set by his own authority. But you will receive power 
when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you will be my 
witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the 
ends of the earth.’ When he had said this, as they were 
watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their 
sight.  While he was going and they were gazing up towards 
heaven, suddenly two men in white robes stood by them. They 
said, ‘Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking up towards 
heaven? This Jesus, who has been taken up from you into 
heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into 
heaven.’
Then they returned to Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, 
which is near Jerusalem, a sabbath day’s journey away.  When 
they had entered the city, they went to the room upstairs where 
they were staying, Peter, and John, and James, and Andrew, 
Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew, James son of 
Alphaeus, and Simon the Zealot, and Judas son of James.  All 
these were constantly devoting themselves to prayer, together 
with certain women, including Mary the mother of Jesus, as 
well as his brothers.



This is the word of the Lord  
Thanks be to God

Celtic Alleluia – led by Keith & Jo – all join in singing:

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia  
Come, Holy Spirit, come, 
fill the hearts of your faithful  
and kindle in them the fire of your love. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia  

Gospel – John 17.1-11 – Read by Michelle

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to 
John

Glory to you, O Lord
 

Jesus looked up to heaven and said, ‘Father, the hour has come; 
glorify your Son so that the Son may glorify you, since you have 
given him authority over all people, to give eternal life to all whom 
you have given him. And this is eternal life, that they may know 
you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom you have sent.  I 
glorified you on earth by finishing the work that you gave me to 
do.  So now, Father, glorify me in your own presence with the 
glory that I had in your presence before the world existed.

‘I have made your name known to those whom you gave me from 
the world. They were yours, and you gave them to me, and they 
have kept your word. Now they know that everything you have 
given me is from you;  for the words that you gave to me I have 
given to them, and they have received them and know in truth 



that I came from you; and they have believed that you sent me.  I 
am asking on their behalf; I am not asking on behalf of the world, 
but on behalf of those whom you gave me, because they are 
yours. All mine are yours, and yours are mine; and I have been 
glorified in them.  And now I am no longer in the world, but they 
are in the world, and I am coming to you. Holy Father, protect 
them in your name that you have given me, so that they may be 
one, as we are one.

Alleluia! This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Music for Reflection – Coelos ascendit 
hodie  
by Charles Villiers Stanford (1505-1585) 
sung by the Choir of Peterborough Cathedral

Coelos ascendit hodie, Jesus Christus Rex gloriae. 
Sedet ad Patris dexteram, Gubernat coelum et terram.

Jam finem habent omnia, Patris Davidis carmina.  
Jam Dominus cum Domino Sedet in Dei solio.

In hoc triumpho maximo Benedicamus Domino. 
Laudatur Sancta Trinitas. Deo dicamus gratias.

Words Anonymous, 12th Century

 
Today into the heavens has ascended Jesus Christ, the King of Glory, 
Alleluia!  
He sits at the Father’s right hand, and rules heaven and earth, Alleluia!  
Now have been fulfilled all of Father David’s songs, now God is with 
God, Alleluia!  
He sits upon the royal throne of God, in his greatest triumph, Alleluia! 



Let us bless the Lord: let the Holy Trinity be praised,  
let us give thanks to the Lord, Alleluia! Amen.

Homily – Paul

Hymn  

Jesus is Lord! Creation’s voice proclaims it, 
for by his power each tree and flower  
was planned and made. 
Jesus is Lord! The universe declares it; 
sun, moon and stars in heaven cry: Jesus Is Lord!
Jesus is Lord! Jesus is Lord! 
praise him with Alleluias, for Jesus is Lord!

Jesus is Lord! Yet from his throne eternal 
in flesh he came to die in pain on Calvary’s tree. 
Jesus is Lord! From him all life proceeding, 
yet gave his life a ransom, thus setting us free:

Jesus is Lord! O’er sin the mighty conqueror, 
from death he rose, and all his foes shall own his 
name. 
Jesus is Lord! God sends his Holy Spirit  
to show by works of power that Jesus is Lord.
Words and music: David Mansell (b.1936)



Prayers of Intercession – led by Brenda & John

 
God of majesty, 
yours is the power that raised Christ from death, 
yours the glory that exalted him to your right hand.
By the mystery of the Ascension, 
sustain our hope  
as we bear witness to our baptism. 
By the perpetual outpouring of your Spirit, 
confirm your Church in it’s mission of salvation.
 
King of kings and Lord of lords, 
lift us up into your glory.

God of power, 
strengthen us in these times of struggle, 
and give wisdom to those who guide and lead us; 
expand our concern to care for people of all nations and 
races, 
for we are all your beloved children.

King of kings and Lord of lords, 
lift us up into your glory.

God of glory, 
raise us up from despair to hope, 
Bless and protect our friends, families and communities; 
help us care for one another for we are one as you are 
one  
in the loving mystery of the Trinity.



King of kings and Lord of lords, 
lift us up into your glory.

 
God of love, 
hear the cry of all who are anxious, all who are exhausted, 
all who are ill or suffer in any way. 
Restore and uphold us and strengthen all who look after 
others.

King of kings and Lord of lords, 
lift us up into your glory.

God of mystery, 
your glory unites heaven and earth  
and you have exalted our humanity at your right hand. 
Gather to yourself the faithful departed, 
and comfort all who mourn.

King of kings and Lord of lords, 
lift us up into your glory.

God of hope, 
clothe us with the power promised from on high, 
and send us forth to the ends of the earth  
to witness to our risen and ascended Lord Jesus, 
who land reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
God for ever and ever. Amen.

 



The Lord’s Prayer
Rejoicing in God’s new creation,  

 as our Saviour taught us, so we pray

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name;
thy kingdom come;
thy will be done;
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation;
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
the power, and the glory
for ever and ever.
Amen.

The Peace –  Lesley

Jesus says:  
‘Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. 
If you love me, rejoice because I am going to the Father.’ 
Alleluia.
The peace of the risen and ascended Lord  
be always with you. 
And also with you. Alleluia.



Hymn
Thine be the glory, risen, conquering Son,  
endless is the victory thou o’er death hast won;  
angels in bright raiment rolled the stone away,  
kept the folded grave-clothes where thy body lay.  
Thine be the glory, risen, conquering Son;  
endless is the victory thou o’er death hast won.
 
Lo, Jesus meets us, risen from the tomb;  
lovingly he greets us, scatters fear and gloom;  
let the church with gladness hymns of triumph sing,  
for her Lord now liveth, death hath lost its sting:

No more we doubt thee, glorious Prince of life;  
life is naught without thee: aid us in our strife;  
make us more than conquerors,  
thro' thy deathless love;  
bring us safe through Jordan to thy home above:

Words: Edmond Budry (1854-1932)  
Music: GF Handel (1685-1759)

 

Final Prayer - Michelle

Eternal God, giver of love and power,
your Son Jesus Christ has sent us into all the world
to preach the gospel of his kingdom:
confirm us in this mission,
and help us to live the good news we proclaim;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.



Blessing – Lesley

The Lord be with you  
and also with you

Christ, the Lord of the living and the dead, 
who died and rose to life eternal, 
grant that you may abide in him and belong to him for 
ever; 
and the blessing of God almighty, 
the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, 
come down upon you this day, and remain with you 
always. 
Amen

The Dismissal
Waiting expectantly for the promised Holy Spirit, 
let us live in the peace of Christ. Alleluia, alleluia. 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia.

 


