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Welcome as we continue to meet in this new way to celebrate the 

Easter season. 

We hear how our risen Lord Jesus appears to his disciples  

and there is excitement and confusion in equal measure! 

Some believe immediately, and some doubt….. 

 
Today’s service was recorded at home by members of  

The Ministry Team, and also involving our Vicar Michelle’s 

husband the Very Revd Chris Dalliston, Dean of 

Peterborough, and their son, Tom, based in London, and 

daughters, Georgie & Bella. 

Thanks also to Tom & Susie Betts for leading us in the 

Prayers. 
Some parts of the service are taken from material from the  

Wild Goose Worship Group  

 

You may like to think of any doubts and anxieties you may 

have, possibly to write them down, and then bring before 

God in this service as we meditate and reflect on those 

whose stories were caught up in these early days with Jesus. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Please join in with the prayers and hymns. 

 



 

        The Gathering 
 

Revd Linda greets us: 

Grace, mercy and peace 

from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ 

be with you all. 

And also with you. 

 

Opening Acclamation 

Sing for joy, O heavens, and exult, O earth! 

break forth, O mountains, into singing! 

For the Lord has comforted his people, 

and will have compassion on his suffering ones. 

Isaiah 49.13 

 

Alleluia. Christ is risen. 

He is risen indeed. Alleluia. 

 

We sing together: 

Hymn 

 I danced in the morning when the world was begun, 

  and I danced in the moon and the stars and the sun, 

  and I came down from heaven  

  and I danced on the earth; 

  at Bethlehem I had my birth. 

 

  Dance, then, wherever you may be; 

  I am the Lord of the Dance, said he, 

  and I’ll lead you all, wherever you may be, 

  and I’ll lead you all in the Dance, said he. 

 

 

   



 

I danced for the scribe and the pharisee, 

but they would not dance and they wouldn’t follow me. 

I danced for the fishermen, for James and John - 

they came with me and the Dance went on. 

 

I danced on the Sabbath and I cured the lame; 

the holy people said it was a shame. 

They whipped and they stripped  

and they hung me on high, 

and they left me there on a cross to die. 

 

I danced on a Friday when the sky turned black - 

it's hard to dance with the devil on your back. 

They buried my body and they thought I’d gone; 

but I am the Dance, and I still go on. 

 

They cut me down and I leapt up high; 

I am the life that’ll never, never die; 

I'll live in you if you’ll live in me - 

I am the Lord of the Dance, said he. 
      words: Sydney Carter (1915-2004) 

      music: Shaker melody, adapted by Sydney Carter 

 

Prayers of Confession - Brenda 

We thought we had heard it all, 

dear God, we thought we knew. 

The Bible stories; the words of our faith; 

the rules for living and the way to heaven; 

we thought, dear God, we knew! 

But here, 

before the mystery again of an empty tomb 

we know now, 

that we know nothing at all. 

 

Lord, have mercy 

Lord, have mercy 



 

We thought we had heard it all, 

dear God, we though we knew. 

The great stories of the Church; the ebb and flow of the faith; 

our place in the scheme of things; 

we thought, dear God, we knew! 

But here, 

before the mystery again of death defeated, 

of broken people made whole, 

and mighty powers, broken, 

we know now, 

that we know nothing at all. 

 

Christ, have mercy 

Christ, have mercy 

 

We thought we had heard it all, 

dear God; we thought we knew. 

The way of the world; 

the powers that be and the powers that would be; 

the ebb and flow of armies, 

international finance and global markets: 

the endless tide of refugees and the awfulness of hate; 

we thought, dear God, we knew! 

But here, 

before the mystery again of a word of love in a quiet garden, 

and the promise, suddenly, of a new order of creation, 

we know now, 

that we know nothing at all. 

 

Lord, have mercy 

Lord, have mercy 

 

 

 



 

Absolution – Revd Linda 

May the God of love and power 

forgive you and free you from your sins, 

heal and strengthen you by his Spirit, 

and raise you to new life in Christ our Lord. 

Amen.  

 

Let us sing together the song of the angels,  

Glory in the highest to the God of heaven 

Gloria  

 

Glory in the highest to the God of heaven! 

Peace to all your people through the earth be given: 

mighty God and Father, thanks and praise we bring, 

singing alleluias to our heavenly King. 

 

Jesus Christ is risen, God the Father's Son: 

with the Holy Spirit, you are Lord alone! 

Lamb once killed for sinners, all our guilt to bear, 

show us now your mercy, now receive our prayer. 

 

Christ the world's true Saviour, high and holy one, 

seated now and reigning from your Father's throne: 

Lord and God, we praise you; highest heaven adores: 

in the Father's glory, all the praise be yours! 
     

Words: Christopher Idle (b.1938),  

based on Gloria in excelsis 

Music: Noel nouvelet, French carol,  

15th century, arr. Jeremy Jepson (b.??? 

 

 



 

Collect – Revd Michelle 

Let us pray that we may walk the risen life of Christ in glory. 

 

Risen Christ, 

for whom no door is locked, no entrance barred: 

open the doors of our hearts, 

that we may seek the good of others 

and walk the joyful road of sacrifice and peace, 

to the praise of God the Father. 

Amen. 

 

First Reading – 1 Peter 1.3-9 – Read by Fr Paul 

A Reading from the Frist Letter of Peter. 

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! By his great 

mercy he has given us a new birth into a living hope through the 

resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, and into an inheritance 

that is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for 

you, who are being protected by the power of God through faith for 

a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time.  In this you rejoice, 

even if now for a little while you have had to suffer various trials, so 

that the genuineness of your faith—being more precious than gold 

that, though perishable, is tested by fire—may be found to result in 

praise and glory and honour when Jesus Christ is revealed.  Although 

you have not seen him, you love him; and even though you do not 

see him now, you believe in him and rejoice with an indescribable 

and glorious joy, for you are receiving the outcome of your faith,  

the salvation of your souls. 

This is the word of the Lord 

Thanks be to God 

 

 

 



 

Celtic Alleluia – led by Keith & Jo – all join in singing: 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia 
Now he is living, the Christ. 

Out of the tomb he is risen; 

he has conquered death, opened heaven to all believers. 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia 

 

Gospel – John 20.19-31 – Read by Revd Michelle 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John 

Glory to you, O Lord 
 

When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the 

doors of the house where the disciples had met were locked for fear of 

the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, ‘Peace be with 

you.’ After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then 

the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. Jesus said to them again, 

‘Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you.’ When he 

had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, ‘Receive the Holy 

Spirit.  If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you 

retain the sins of any, they are retained.’ 

But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not 

with them when Jesus came.  So the other disciples told him, ‘We have 

seen the Lord.’ But he said to them, ‘Unless I see the mark of the nails 

in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in 

his side, I will not believe.’ 

A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was 

with them. Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among 

them and said, ‘Peace be with you.’ Then he said to Thomas, ‘Put your 

finger here and see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my 

side. Do not doubt but believe.’  Thomas answered him, ‘My Lord and 

my God!’ Jesus said to him, ‘Have you believed because you have seen 

me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to 

believe.’Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, 

which are not written in this book.  But these are written so that you 

may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that 

through believing you may have life in his name. 



 

Alleluia! This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

Homily – Revd. Lesley 

 

Meditation - I know that my Redeemer liveth 

Led by Georgie, Tom, Chris & Bella 

 

I met him in the garden for when he called my name 

I knew, deep within my soul, 

this was my love, my hope, 

my very life come back to me again. 

‘Mary,’ he said, 

so gentle then, so real, so intimate with me. 

and then I knew all would be well. 

‘I know that my Redeemer liveth.’ 

For who could call my name like this, 

and thus redeem me from my brokenness 

and give me life again when Life had died. 

 

I met him in an upper room for when he looked into my eyes 

I knew, deep in my mind, 

this was my chance, my opening, 

my opportunity now to believe. 

‘Thomas,’ he said, 

forgiving my unbelief - so great, so marvelous this acceptance. 

and then I knew I could believe. 

‘I know that my Redeemer liveth.’ 

For who could look me in the eye like this, 

and thus redeem me from my unbelief, 

and give me faith again 

when Faith had died. 

 



 

 

I met him by the lakeside for when he challenged me 

I knew, deep in my being, 

this was my task, my call, 

my true discipleship so clear and real again. 

‘Peter,’ he said -  

so right, so challenging for me. 

and then I understood what I must do. 

‘I know that my Redeemer liveth.’ 

For who could know my sins like this 

and thus redeem me from denial’s pain, 

and give me love again 

when Love had died. 

 

I met him in my wanderings for when he chose my life 

I knew, deep in my heart, 

this was my time, my birth, 

my new beginning, obedience to his Way. 

‘My child,’ he said, 

so risen then, so true, so real for me. 

and then I saw once more the way to go. 

‘I know that my Redeemer liveth.’ 

For who’d believe in me like this, 

and thus redeem me from my past, 

and give me God again 

when He had died. 

 

Music: from Handel’s Messiah – ‘I know that my Redeemer liveth’  

 

 

 

 



 

Prayers of Intercession – led by Susie & Tom Betts 

 

As we wonder at your resurrection, 

at the hope you have given us, 

we remember 

the appearances you made to those close to you, 

and we pray that our eyes, too, 

may be opened to your presence. 

 

Open our eyes, Lord, 

We long to see you 

 

We think of Thomas, 

so full of doubt. 

Yet you recognized his need 

to be reassured by your presence. 

We offer you our concerns for your world. 

Sometimes it is hard to see your presence  

in events that unfold. 

Comfort us and take away our doubt 

as we pray for reconciliation 

and hope in the world in which we live. 

 

Open our eyes, Lord, 

We long to see you 

 

 

 

 

 



 

We think of Peter, 

the rock on which you built  your Church, 

so full of assurance and commitment 

and then so afraid and unable to admit what you were to him. 

Yet you recognized his need 

to be reassured by you love. 

We offer you our concerns for the Church across the world, 

and our churches here in our Benefice in such times. 

Guide us and lead us 

in these Easter days 

that we may know your new life 

and hope in our hearts and in our lives. 

 

Open our eyes, Lord, 

We long to see you 

 

We think of the women who went to your tomb, 

to anoint your body in their loss. 

You appeared to them 

in the form of angels 

proclaiming the good news of your resurrection; 

and they, full of joy, told of what they had seen and heard. 

We offer you ourselves, 

that we may reach out to our communities. 

May we make a difference to the lives of others 

by sharing all you have given us; 

that through your grace, 

lives may be changed by your presence. 

 

Open our eyes, Lord, 

We long to see you 

 

 



 

We think of Mary, 

who loved you so much 

and took such risks to be close to you. 

You recognized her need to see you, 

and wiped away her tears 

and spoke her name. 

We name before you 

those we know to be in special need at this time, 

those who are sick, lonely and afraid… 

Enfold them with your love and presence, 

be close to them, and to those others not known to us, 

but known to you. 

 

Open our eyes, Lord, 

We long to see you 

 

 

We think of Cleopas and his friend, 

who walked their lonely road to Emmaus, 

a journey of sadness after all the events of Holy Week. 

Yet you walked beside them and shared with them, 

opening their eyes to your presence with them. 

Journey alongside all those who are bereaved at this time, 

especially…. 

 

Open our eyes, Lord, 

We long to see you 

 

 

 

 



 

As we remember those who journeyed with us 

and have moved on into your eternal presence 

where their eyes are fully opened  

to your love and to your glory, 

we thank you for your presence  

with us, now and always, 

and as we bring before you our prayers,  

our doubts and anxieties today,  

we ask you to bring us your reassurance and peace. Amen. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Rejoicing in God’s new creation,  

  as our Saviour taught us, so we pray 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name; 

thy kingdom come; 

thy will be done; 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation; 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

the power, and the glory 

for ever and ever. 

Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

The Peace – Revd Linda 

The risen Christ came and stood among his disciples 

and said, ‘Peace be with you.’ 

Then were they glad when they saw the Lord. Alleluia. 

The peace of the risen Lord be always with you. 

And also with you. 

Hymn 

The day of resurrection!  

Earth, tell it out abroad;  

the Passover of gladness,  

the Passover of God;  

from death to life eternal,  

from earth unto the sky,  

our God hath brought us over,  

with hymns of victory.  

 

Our hearts be pure from evil,  

that we may see aright  

the Lord in rays eternal  

of resurrection-light;  

and, listening to his accents,  

may hear, so calm and plain 

his own ‘All hail’, and, hearing,  

may raise the victor strain.  

 

Now let the heavens be joyful, 

and earth her song begin!  

The round world keep high triumph,  

and all that is therein;  

let all things seen and unseen  

their notes of gladness blend,  

for Christ the Lord hath risen,  

our joy that hath no end.             

            Words: St John of Damascus (c675-c750) 

       Music: German melody, 18th century 



 

Blessing – Revd Michelle 

The Lord be with you 

and also with you 

 

God, who through the resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ 

has given us the victory, 

give you joy and peace in your faith; 

and the blessing of God almighty, 

the Father, the Son and the Holy spirit, 

come down upon you this day, and remain with you always. 

Amen 

 

Acclamation 

Alleluia. Christ is risen. 

He is risen indeed. Alleluia. 

 

Music as the service concludes: 

The Amen Chorus from Handel’s Messiah 

 

 


