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ORDER OF SERVICE

HYMN – Lord for the years

Lord, for the years your love has kept and guided,  
urged and inspired us, cheered us on our way,  
sought us and saved us, pardoned and provided:  
Lord for the years, we bring our thanks today.

Lord, for our land in this our generation, 
spirits oppressed by pleasure, wealth and care: 
for young and old, for commonwealth and nation, 
Lord of our land, be pleased to hear our prayer.

Lord, for our world where we disown and doubt you, 
loveless in strength, and comfortless in pain, 
hungry and helpless, lost indeed without you: 
Lord of the world, we pray that Christ may reign.

Lord for ourselves; in living power remake us- 
self on the cross, and Christ upon the throne, 
past put behind us, for the future take us: 
Lord of our lives, to live for Christ alone. 
 

Words: Timothy Dudley-Smith (b.1926) 
Music: Michael Baughen (b.1930)

Introduction and Welcome by the Interim Vicar, The Revd Michelle 
Dalliston

 
Dear friends, although separated by circumstances, we come 
together on this day to commemorate the 75th anniversary of 
Victory in Europe, when the sounds of war fell silent on this 
continent. 

We come together in sorrow for all that lies within the human spirit 
to create conflict between peoples, and war between nations. We 
come together to pray for peace and the healing of the world. And 
as we remember the many soldiers, sailors, and airmen who gave 
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their lives restraining evil and opposing tyranny, so we also come 
in thanksgiving for the years of peace that the nations of Europe 
have enjoyed since the Second World War. 

And so, despite all we have faced in the past and still face today, 
we come together in joy, like those who gathered on that first 
Victory day, grateful for all that binds us together even in times of 
sadness and loss.

But above all things, let us pray that God’s will may be done on 
earth as it is in heaven, as we join our voices together and say: 

The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father,  
who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name;
thy kingdom come;  
thy will be done;
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation;
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, 
the power and the glory,
for ever and ever.  Amen.

Prayer of Commemoration 

Almighty and eternal God,
from whose love in Christ we cannot be parted,
either by death or life:
hear our prayers and thanksgivings
for all whom we remember this day;
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fulfil in them the purpose of your love;
and bring us all, with them, to your eternal joy;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Reading – PSALM 46: 1- 7  

God is our refuge and strength, an ever-present help in trouble. 
Therefore we will not fear, though the earth give way and the 
mountains fall into the heart of the sea, though its waters roar and 
foam and the mountains quake with their surging.
There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, the holy 
place where the Most High dwells. God is within her, she will not 
fall; God will help her at break of day. Nations are in uproar, 
kingdoms fall; he lifts his voice, the earth melts. The LORD 
Almighty is with us; the God of Jacob is our fortress.

Reflection given by The Revd Paul Needle

Prayers of Tribute and Remembrance

led by The Very Revd Chris Dalliston,  
Dean of Peterborough,  

and The Revd Michelle Dalliston

Trusting the promises of God, and with faith in his mercy,  
let us pray to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks for the selfless and courageous service  
and sacrifice of those who brought peace to Europe,  
and for the good example they have given us;  
 
let us bless the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
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We pray for nations still devastated by war,  
for their people and their leaders,  
and for those who suffer the effects or memories of past wars;  
for veterans, for those who mourn,  
and for all innocent victims  
whose lives have been shattered by the cruelty of others;  
 
Lord, hear us. 
Lord, graciously hear us. 

Let us give thanks for those who work for peace  
and liberty throughout the world,  
for the Armed Forces of the Crown,  
and for all who strive to bring an end to injustice and oppression;  
 
let us bless the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
We pray for those in our own day  
who have grown weary or lost hope  
as a result of violence or terror;  
for all refugees and displaced people,  
and for those who seek to address  
the causes of discord and distrust;  
 
Lord, hear us. 
Lord, graciously hear us. 
 
Let us give thanks for the reconciliation of former enemies,  
for the flourishing of goodwill between them,  
and for the many freedoms and blessings  
we enjoy as a result of the sacrifices which have made for peace;  
 
let us bless the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

We pray for the young people of our own day  
and for all who will shape the future of this nation,  
that they may be inspired by those who have gone before them  
to serve as they have been served;  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Lord, hear us. 
Lord, graciously hear us. 

O Lord our God, 
as we remember, teach us the ways of peace. 
As we treasure memories, teach us to hope. 
As we give thanks for the sacrifices of the past, 
help us to make your future in this world, 
until your kingdom come.  Amen. 

 Almighty God, 
from whom all thoughts of truth and peace proceed: 
kindle in the hearts of all people the true love of peace; 
and guide with your pure and peaceable wisdom 
those who take counsel for the nations of the earth; 
that in tranquillity your kingdom may go forward, 
till the earth is filled with the knowledge of your love; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

Almighty God,  
the fountain of all goodness, 
bless our Sovereign Lady, Queen Elizabeth, 
and all who are in authority under her; 
that they may order all things in wisdom and equity,  
righteousness and peace, 
to the honour of your name, 
and the good of your Church and people; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

Act of Remembrance: Tribute to the Millions 
 

led by Adrian Dale

Let us remember before God, 
and commend to his safe keeping,
those who have died for their country in war; 
those whom we knew, and whose memory we treasure; 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and all who have lived and died  
in the service of the peoples of the world.

Last Post 

Kohima Epitaph

When you go home, tell them of us and say
For your tomorrow, we gave our today.

HYMN -  I Vow to Thee my Country
I vow to thee my country, all earthly things above, 
Entire and whole and perfect, the service of my love. 
The love that asks no question, the love that stands the test, 
That lays upon the altar the dearest and the best. 
The love that never falters, the love that pays the price, 
The love that makes undaunted the final sacrifice.

And there's another country I've heard of long ago, 
Most dear to them that love her,  
most great to them that know. 
We may not count her armies, we may not see her king, 
Her fortress is a faithful heart, her pride is suffering. 
And soul by soul and silently her shining bounds increase, 
And her ways are ways of gentleness  
and all her paths are peace.
 

Words: Cecil Spring-Rice (1859-1918)
Music: from The Planets by Gustav Holst (1874-1934) 

Act of 
Rededication 

We fought for peace,  
that the world might never again know such violence and 
destruction. Will you work for peace and reconciliation in your 
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homes and communities, and promote peace throughout the 
world? 
With the help of God, we will. 

We fought for justice,  
that the scourge of prejudice and oppression  
might never again take root in our societies.  
Will you work for a world in which hatred and injustice never have 
the final word, and where all people can flourish with dignity and 
hope? 
With the help of God, we will. 

We struggled so that the whole human family  
might know good will, security, and freedom.  
Will you always acknowledge how precious  
are the gifts which God has entrusted to us,  
and exercise the freedoms and responsibilities  
you have with gratitude and humility?
With the help of God, we will.  

May almighty God,  
who has given us the will to undertake these things,  
bless us with the strength to perform them. Amen.

The Blessing

God grant to the living, grace;  
to the departed, rest;
to the Church, the Queen, the Commonwealth,
and all people, peace and concord;
and to us and all his servants, life everlasting;
and the blessing of God almighty,
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,
come down upon you and remain with you always.
Amen.
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National Anthem

God save our gracious Queen,
Long live our noble Queen,
God save the Queen.
Send her victorious,
Happy and glorious,
Long to reign over us:
God save the Queen.

Thy choicest gifts in store
On her be pleased to pour,
Long may she reign:
May she defend our laws,
And ever give us cause
To sing with heart and voice
God save The Queen! 

Words: unknown (c. 1745) 
Music: Thesaurus Musicus (c. 1743)
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