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Welcome on this festival day as we meet in a new way this year 
to proclaim the astounding news - our Lord is risen! 

All creation rejoices and we celebrate with joy. 
 

Today’s service was recorded at home by members of  

The Ministry Team, and also involving our Vicar Michelle’s 

husband the Very Revd Chris Dalliston, Dean of Peterborough, 

and their daughters, Georgie & Bella. 

Thanks also to Annette, Darren, Rhys & Lowri Robinson for 

leading us in the Affirmation of Faith.  

 

Please have ready a bowl of water and some candles to light as 

we join in this service together. 

 

In these very difficult days, the suffering of our world and of our 

Saviour as we have retold once again this Holy Week, draw 

meaning and resonance from each other. Therefore, the good 

news of Easter Day takes on an even deeper power for us,  

for nothing, not even death, can separate us  

from the love of God in Christ Jesus. 

 

We are an Easter people and Alleluia is our song! 
 

 

Please join in with the prayers and hymns. 



We begin in a moment by celebrating the resurrection as we welcome the 

light of the Easter candle, lit for the first time from the Easter fire at the Vigil 

service last night. 

 

        The Gathering 
 

Alleluia. Christ is risen! 

He is risen indeed.  Alleluia! 
  

Hymn      
Jesus Christ is risen today, Alleluia! 

our triumphant holy day, Alleluia! 

who did once, upon the cross, Alleluia! 

suffer to redeem our loss. Alleluia! 

Hymns of praise then let us sing Alleluia! 

unto Christ, our heavenly King, Alleluia! 

who endured the cross and grave, Alleluia! 

sinners to redeem and save. Alleluia! 

But the pains that he endured Alleluia! 

our salvation have procured; Alleluia! 

now above the sky he's King, Alleluia! 

where the angels ever sing Alleluia! 

 

Welcoming the Easter Candle - Rev Michelle & family 
 

 

Christ yesterday and today, 

  the beginning and the end, 

  Alpha and Omega, 

  all time belongs to him,  

  and all ages; 

  to him be glory and power, 

  through every age and for ever.  Amen. 

 
The Easter Candle, lit at the Vigil Service is a sign for us of 

the resurrection.  

 



This is the day when our Lord Jesus Christ  

was raised gloriously from the dead.  

Throughout the world Christians celebrate  

the mighty power of God  

as Christ calls us out of darkness  

to share in his marvellous light.  

May the light of Christ, rising in glory,  

banish all darkness from our hearts and minds. 

 
We are invited to light a candle at home as a sign of our sharing the light of Christ in 

all the world 

 

May we, and all Christ’s people,  

shine as lights in the world  

to the glory of God the Father. 
 

 

The light of Christ -  

Alleluia! Christ is risen! 

He is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
 

 

The Easter Collect – led by Rev Lesley 

Let us pray that we may walk the risen life of Christ in glory. 

God of glory, 

by raising your Son  

you have broken the chains of death and hell:  

fill your Church with faith and hope;  

for a new day has dawned  

and the way to life stands open  

in our Saviour Jesus Christ.  Amen. 

 

 

 

 



Music   
 
We hear a recording of Peterborough Cathedral Choir singing: 

This joyful Eastertide, away with sin and sorrow! 

My Love, the Crucified, hath sprung to life this morrow. 
 

Had Christ, that once was slain, ne’er burst his three-day prison,  

Our faith had been in vain: but now hath Christ arisen. 

 

My flesh in hope shall rest, and for a season slumber: 

Till trump from east to west shall wake the dead in number. 

 

Death’s flood hath lost his chill, since Jesus cross’d the river: 

Lover of souls, from ill my passing soul deliver. 
Words: G R Woodward (1848-1934) Music: William Harris (1883–1973) 

 

 

 

 

New Testament Reading -read by our Reader, Brenda 

 
A reading from the Letter of Paul  

to the Romans: 

 

Do you not know that all of us who were baptised 

into Christ Jesus were baptised into his death? We were 

therefore buried with him through baptism into death in order 

that, just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of 

the Father, we too may live a new life. If we have been united with 

him like this in his death, we will certainly also be united with him 

in his resurrection. So now we must consider ourselves dead to 

sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus.      

        Romans 6:3-11 

 

 

 



 

Hymn 
 

In Christ alone my hope is found, 

he is my light, my strength, my song; 

this Cornerstone, this solid Ground, 

firm through the fiercest drought and storm. 

What heights of love, what depths of peace, 

when fears are stilled, when strivings cease! 

My Comforter, my All in All, 

here in the love of Christ I stand. 

 

There in the ground his body lay, 

light of the world by darkness slain: 

Then bursting forth in glorious day 

up from the grave he rose again! 

And as he stands in victory 

sin’s curse has lost its grip on me, 

for I am his and he is mine – 

bought with the precious blood of Christ. 

 

No guilt in life, no fear in death, 

this is the power of Christ in me; 

from life’s first cry to final breath, 

Jesus commands my destiny. 

No power of hell, no scheme of man, 

can ever pluck me from his hand: 

till he returns or calls me home, 

here in the power of Christ I’ll stand! 
 

words & music: Stuart Townend (b. 1963) & Keith Getty (b.1974) 

 

 

We sing Alleluia to greet the Gospel – led by Jo & Keith Green 

 



Gospel – John 20:1-18 -read by Fr Paul 
 

 Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John 

Glory to you, O Lord 
 

Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary 

Magdalene came to the tomb and saw that the stone had been 

removed from the tomb. So she ran and went to Simon Peter and 

the other disciple, the one whom Jesus loved, and said to them, 

‘They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we do not know 

where they have laid him.’ Then Peter and the other disciple set out 

and went towards the tomb. The two were running together, but 

the other disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb first. He bent 

down to look in and saw the linen wrappings lying there, but he did 

not go in. Then Simon Peter came, following him, and went into the 

tomb. He saw the linen wrappings lying there, and the cloth that had 

been on Jesus’ head, not lying with the linen wrappings but rolled up 

in a place by itself. Then the other disciple, who reached the tomb 

first, also went in, and he saw and believed; for as yet they did not 

understand the scripture, that he must rise from the dead. Then the 

disciples returned to their homes.  

But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb. As she wept, she bent 

over to look into the tomb; and she saw two angels in white, sitting 

where the body of Jesus had been lying, one at the head and the 

other at the feet. They said to her, ‘Woman, why are you weeping?’ 

She said to them, ‘They have taken away my Lord, and I do not 

know where they have laid him.’ When she had said this, she turned 

round and saw Jesus standing there, but she did not know that it 

was Jesus. Jesus said to her, ‘Woman, why are you weeping? For 

whom are you looking?’ Supposing him to be the gardener, she said 

to him, ‘Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where you have 

laid him, and I will take him away.’ Jesus said to her, ‘Mary!’ She 

turned and said to him in Hebrew, ‘Rabbouni!’ (which means 

Teacher). Jesus said to her, ‘Do not hold on to me, because I have 

not yet ascended to the Father. But go to my brothers and say to 

them, “I am ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God and 

your God.” ’ Mary Magdalene went and announced to the disciples, 

‘I have seen the Lord;’ and she told them that he had said these 

things to her.                                 John 20: 1-10 



 

Alleluia! This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

Homily – Rev Michelle 

 

Renewal of Baptism Vows    -led by Rev Michelle & family 

 

As we celebrate the resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ from 

the dead, we remember that through the paschal mystery we have 

died and been buried with him in baptism. 

In baptism, God calls us out of darkness into his marvellous light. 

To follow Christ means dying to sin and rising to new life in him. 

Therefore I ask: 

Do you reject the devil and all rebellion against God? 

I reject them. 

Do you renounce the deceit and corruption of evil? 

I renounce them. 

Do you repent of the sins that separate us  

from God and neighbour? 

I repent of them. 

Do you turn to Christ as Saviour? 

I turn to Christ. 

Do you submit to Christ as Lord? 

I submit to Christ. 

Do you come to Christ, the way, the truth and the life? 

I come to Christ. 

May God, who has given you the desire to follow Christ, 

give you the strength to continue in the Way. 

 

 



 

Affirmation of Faith – led by The Robinson Family 

 

Do you believe and trust in God the Father,  

source of all being and life, the one for whom we exist? 

We believe and trust in him. 

Do you believe and trust in God the Son,  

who took our human nature, died for us and rose again? 

We believe and trust in him. 

Do you believe and trust in God the Holy Spirit,  

who gives life to the people of God 

and makes Christ known in the world? 

We believe and trust in him. 

This is the faith of the Church. 

This is our faith. 

We believe and trust in one God,  

Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen. 

 

Hymn 
 

  The strife is o'er, the battle done; 

  now is the Victor’s triumph won; 

  O let the song of praise be sung: 

  Alleluia! 

 

Death’s mightiest powers have done their worst, 

and Jesus hath his foes dispersed; 

let shouts of praise and joy outburst: 

Alleluia! 

 

On the third morn he rose again 

glorious in majesty to reign; 

O let us swell the joyful strain: 

Alleluia! 



 

Lord, by the stripes which wounded thee, 

from death's dread sting thy servants free, 

that we may live, and sing to thee. 

Alleluia! 
Latin, C17th century, trans Francis Pott (1832-1909) 

 Music: adapted from Gloria Patri of Palestrina’s 

Magnificat tertii toni 

 

 

Prayers of Intercession -  led by Rev Linda 

 

We pray to Jesus who is present with us to eternity. 

 

Jesus, light of the world, 

bring the light and peace of your gospel to the nations …  

Jesus, Lord of life, 

in your mercy, hear us. 

 

Jesus, bread of life, 

give food to the hungry … 

and nourish us all with your word. 

Jesus, Lord of life, 

in your mercy, hear us. 

 

Jesus, our way, our truth, our life, 

be with us and all who follow you in the way … 

Deepen our appreciation of your truth 

and fill us with your life. 

Jesus, Lord of life, 

in your mercy, hear us. 

 

 



 

Jesus, Good Shepherd who gave your life for the sheep, 

recover the straggler, 

bind up the injured, 

strengthen the sick 

and lead the healthy and strong to new pastures. 

Jesus, Lord of life, 

in your mercy, hear us. 

 

Jesus, the resurrection and the life, 

we give you thanks for all who have lived and believed in you … 

Raise us with them to eternal life. 

Jesus, Lord of life, 

in your mercy, hear us, 

accept our prayers, and be with us always. 

Amen. 

 

The Lord's Prayer 

Rejoicing in God’s new creation, as our Saviour taught us, so we pray 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory for ever and ever.  Amen. 
 

 



The Peace – Rev Michelle 

The risen Christ came and stood among his disciples 

and said, ‘Peace be with you.’  

Then were they glad when they saw the Lord.  Alleluia! 

 

The peace of the Lord be always with you 

and also with you. Alleluia. 

 

Let us offer one another a sign of peace. 

 

 

Closing Prayer - led by Rev Lesley 

We pray together 

 

God of our salvation, 

you have restored us to life,  

you have brought us back again 

into your love, by the triumphant 

death and resurrection  

of Christ continue to heal us,  

as we go to live and work  

in the power of your Spirit,  

to your praise and glory.  Amen. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The Dismissal 

Acclamation – led by Rev Michelle & family 

Alleluia! Christ is risen. 

He is risen indeed.  Alleluia! 

 Praise the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

He has given us new life and hope. 

He has raised Jesus from the dead. 

He has claimed us as his own; 

He has brought us out of darkness. 

He has made us light to the world. 

Alleluia!  Christ is risen! 

He is risen indeed.  Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 

 

Final Hymn 
 

Thine be the glory, risen, conquering Son, 

endless is the victory thou o’er death hast won; 

angels in bright raiment rolled the stone away, 

kept the folded grave-clothes where thy body lay. 

Thine be the glory, risen, conquering Son; 

endless is the victory thou o’er death hast won. 

 

Lo, Jesus meets us, risen from the tomb; 

lovingly he greets us, scatters fear and gloom; 

let the church with gladness hymns of triumph sing, 

for her Lord now liveth, death hath lost its sting: 

 

No more we doubt thee, glorious Prince of life; 

life is naught without thee: aid us in our strife; 

make us more than conquerors, thro' thy deathless love; 

bring us safe through Jordan to thy home above: 

Words: Edmond Budry (1854-1932) 

Music: GF Handel (1685-1759) 



The Blessing - Rev Michelle 

May Christ, who out of defeat brings new hope and a new future, 

fill you with his new life; 

And the blessing of God almighty, the Father,  

the Son, and the Holy Spirit,  

be among you and remain with you always. Amen. 

 

Hallelujah Chorus 
 

And He shall reign forever and ever 

Hallelujah, Hallelujah, Hallelujah! 

Halle-e-lu-jah! 

For the Lord God omnipotent reigneth 

Yes the Lord God omnipotent reigneth.  

The kingdom of this world 

has become the kingdom of our Lord and of his Christ 

and He shall reign forever Jesus shall reign forever 

and ever and ever 

King of kings 

forever and ever  

and Lord of Lords 

Hallelujah, Hallelujah! 

King of kings 

forever and ever ……Amen. 
 

Rev Michelle, Brenda,  

Rev Linda, Fr Paul & Rev Lesley  

wish you a very happy 

and blessed Easter! 

 
 
 
 
 
 


