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Welcome as we continue to celebrate together in our online 
worship.  Today we give thanks for Saints Peter and Paul, 
apostles of Jesus Christ and who, together, founded the 

Christian Church and enabled its spread into all the world.
We give thanks for our own call as followers in the Way of 
Christ and as apostles sent to proclaim the good news and 

build up the church.  Today we affirm our commitment to 
mission and ministry, and pray too for those who were to 
have been ordained as deacons and priests on this Feast 

Day in our Cathedral, whose Patronal Festival this is. 
 We pray for them as they prepare for ordination in 

September, and for the life and work of Peterborough 
Cathedral.

We give thanks too, for the reopening of our churches  
for private prayer and look forward to returning for gathered 

worship in the coming weeks.

Today’s service was recorded at home by members of  
The Ministry Team, and their families.

Special thanks to Judy Hill for assisting with the reading,  
Keith & Jo Green for the Alleluia,  

and Lynda Needle for leading the intercessions.

Please join in with the prayers and hymns.
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The Gathering

 Linda greets us:
We meet in the name  
of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit.  
Amen
The Lord be with you  
And also with you.

Opening Prayer – led by Michelle  

Today we celebrate the apostles Peter and Paul, 
whose love for their Lord and zeal for proclaiming the 
gospel brought the Good News to all the world. 
They bore witness to the resurrection of Jesus Christ and 
gave themselves in his service, even to death. 
We pray, that inspired by their example,  
we too may witness to the transforming power of God 
bringing new hope and new life.  

As Peter is the rock upon which the Church is 
built - today we celebrate too, the reopening of 
our churches for private prayer, and the 
preparations we can now begin to gather again 
for worship in church. 

A short silence is kept.
As God’s people we have gathered: 
let us worship God together. 
We too are saints and apostles: 
let us declare the Good News of God’s love
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We sing together:

Hymn
Lord, for the years your love has kept  
and guided, 
urged and inspired us, cheered us on our way,  
sought us and saved us, pardoned and 
provided:  
Lord for the years, we bring our thanks today.

Lord for that word, the word of life which  
fires us, 
speaks to our hearts and sets our souls ablaze, 
teaches and trains, rebukes us and inspires us: 
Lord of the word, receive your people’s praise. 
 
Lord, for our land in this our generation, 
spirits oppressed by pleasure, wealth and care: 
for young and old, for commonwealth  
and nation, 
Lord of our land, be pleased to hear our prayer. 
 
Lord, for our world where we disown and  
doubt you, 
loveless in strength, and comfortless in pain, 
hungry and helpless, lost indeed without you: 
Lord of the world, we pray that Christ may reign. 
 
Lord for ourselves; in living power remake us- 
self on the cross, and Christ upon the throne, 
past put behind us, for the future take us: 
Lord of our lives, to live for Christ alone. 
 

Words: Timothy Dudley-Smith (b.1926) 
Music: Michael Baughen (b.1930)
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Prayers of Confession – Brenda

Jesus said to his apostles, 
‘You are my friends if you obey my commands.’
Let us now confess our disobedience to him.
John 15:14

Lord Jesus, in your love you invite us to be your friends: 
Lord, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy  
 
Lord Jesus, in your joy you choose us to go out and bear 
fruit: 
Christ, have mercy. 
Christ, have mercy. 

Lord Jesus, in your power you send us to be your faithful 
witnesses: 
Lord, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy.

Absolution – Linda

May God who loved the world so much  
that he sent his Son to be our Saviour, 
forgive us our sins 
and make us holy to serve him in the 
world, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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Gloria
Let us sing together the song of the angels,  
Glory in the highest to the God of heaven

Glory in the highest to the God of heaven! 
Peace to all your people through the earth be given: 
mighty God and Father, thanks and praise we bring, 
singing alleluias to our heavenly King. 

Jesus Christ is risen, God the Father's Son: 
with the Holy Spirit, you are Lord alone! 
Lamb once killed for sinners, all our guilt to bear, 
show us now your mercy, now receive our prayer.  

Christ the world's true Saviour, high and holy one, 
seated now and reigning from your Father's throne: 
Lord and God, we praise you; highest heaven adores: 
in the Father's glory, all the praise be yours! 
 

Words: Christopher Idle (b.1938), based on Gloria in excelsis 
Music: Noel nouvelet, French carol, 15th century, arr. Jeremy Jepson (b. 1973)

Collect –  Lesley

Let us pray.
Lord, living God, 
you crowned the faith of Peter 
and the tireless preaching of Paul  
with a share in Christ’s triumphant death. 
Renew our faith through their intercession  
and, by the example of their lives, 
rekindle our zeal for proclaiming the Gospel. 
Grant this through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, 
God for ever and ever.  Amen.
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First Reading – 2 Timothy 4: 6-8, 17-18  
read by Judy Hill
A Reading from the second letter of Paul to Timothy.
As for me, I am already being poured out as a libation, 
and the time of my departure has come. I have fought 
the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the 

faith. From now on there is reserved for me the crown of 
righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, will give to 
me on that day, and not only to me but also to all who have 
longed for his appearing. 
But the Lord stood by me and gave me strength, so that 
through me the message might be fully proclaimed and all the 
Gentiles might hear it. So I was rescued from the lion’s 
mouth.  The Lord will rescue me from every evil attack and 
save me for his heavenly kingdom. To him be the glory for ever 
and ever. Amen.

This is the word of the Lord  
Thanks be to God

Alleluia – led by Keith & Jo – all join in singing:

Alleluia! Alleluia!  
Raise the Gospel over the earth. 
Alleluia! Alleluia!  
Peace and justice bringing to birth. 
Glory to the Word of Justice. 
Glory to the Spirit of Peace. 
Glory to the God of Love whose blessings never cease. 
Alleluia! Alleluia!  
Raise the Gospel over the earth. 
Alleluia! Alleluia!  
Peace and justice bringing to birth. 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Gospel – Matthew 16: 13-19 – read by Michelle

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ  
according to Matthew
Glory to you, O Lord

 

Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he 
asked his disciples, ‘Who do people say that the Son of Man 
is?’ And they said, ‘Some say John the Baptist, but others 
Elijah, and still others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.’  He 
said to them, ‘But who do you say that I am?’ Simon Peter 
answered, ‘You are the Messiah, the Son of the living 
God.’  And Jesus answered him, ‘Blessed are you, Simon son 
of Jonah! For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but 
my Father in heaven. And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this 
rock I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not 
prevail against it. I will give you the keys of the kingdom of 
heaven, and whatever you bind on earth will be bound in 
heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in 
heaven.’

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
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Homily – Paul

Music – Let all the world in every corner sing,  
sung by the choir of King’s College, Cambridge  

Let all the world, in every corner, sing: My God and King! 
The heavens are not too high, His praise may thither fly, 
The earth is not too low, His praises there may grow, 
Let all the world in every corner sing, my God and king!
Let all the world in every corner sing, my God and king! 
The church with psalms must shout, no door can keep them out; 
But, above all, the heart must bear the longest part. 
Let all the world in every corner sing, my God and king!

 
words: George Herbert (1593-1633)  
music: Ralph Vaughan Williams (1872-1958) 
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Prayers of Intercession – led by Lynda Needle

Encouraged by our fellowship with Peter, Paul  
and all the saints, let us make our prayers to the Father 
through our Lord Jesus Christ.
Father, your Son called men and women to leave the past 
behind them and to follow him as his disciples  
in the way of the cross.  
Look with mercy upon those whom he calls today  
and makes his disciples within the Church.  
We pray for those preparing for ordination  
as deacons and priests in our Diocese in September.
Lord, in your mercy. 
Hear our prayer.

Your Son told his disciples not to be afraid  
and at Easter breathed on them his gift of peace.  
Look with mercy upon the world into which he sent them 
out, and give it that peace for which it longs.
Lord, in your mercy. 
Hear our prayer.
 
Your Son formed around him a company who were no 
longer servants but friends, and he called all those who 
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obeyed him  
his brother and sister and mother.  
Look with mercy upon our families and our friends  
and upon the communities in which we share. 
We give thanks for the reopening of our churches,  
to be places of prayer and solace to all who come.
Lord, in your mercy. 
Hear our prayer.

Your Son sent out disciples to preach and heal the sick.  
Look with mercy on all those  
who yearn to hear the good news of salvation,  
and renew among your people the gifts of healing.
Lord, in your mercy. 
Hear our prayer.

Your Son promised to those who followed him  
that they would share the banquet of the kingdom.  
May those who have now departed this life,  
come to a share in the glory of heaven  
with Peter, Paul and all the saints.
Lord, in your mercy. 
Hear our prayer.

Father Almighty, 
you have built your Church  
upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets,  
with Jesus Christ himself as the chief cornerstone:  
enlarge our hearts and kindle our zeal,  
that like Peter and Paul,  
we may seek the salvation of all peoples.  
We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen.
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The Lord’s Prayer
Gathering our prayers and praises into one,  
let us pray as our Saviour taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name;
thy kingdom come;
thy will be done;
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation;
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,  
the power, and the glory  
for ever and ever. Amen.
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The Peace –  led by Linda

We are fellow-citizens with the saints  
and of the household of God, 
through Christ our Lord,  
who came and preached peace  
to those who were far off and those who were near. 
Ephesians 2:19.17 
 
The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
And also with you. 

Hymn 
I, the Lord of sea and sky, 
I have heard my people cry. 
All who dwell in dark and sin  
my hand will save.  
I, who made the stars of night, 
I will make their darkness bright. 
Who will bear my light to them? 
Whom shall I send? 
 

Here I am, Lord.  Is it I, Lord?  
I have heard you calling in the night. 
I will go, Lord, if you lead me. 
I will hold your people in my heart.
I, the Lord of snow and rain, 
I have borne my people’s pain. 
I have wept for love of them. 
They turn away. 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I will break their hearts of stone, 
give them hearts for love alone. 
I will speak my word to them. 
Whom shall I send?
 I, the Lord of wind and flame, 
I will tend the poor and lame. 
I will set a feast for them. 
My hand will save. 
Finest bread I will provide  
till their hearts be satisfied. 
I will give my life to them. 
Whom shall I send? 
 

Words & Music: Daniel Schutte (b.1947)

Thanksgiving for the Mission of the Church
- led by Michelle, Paul and Brenda

As we give thanks for the reopening of 
our churches for private prayer, and 
prepare for gathered worship once 
again, we remember that in our calling 
as apostles, and following the example 
of Peter and Paul, we are sent out to 
proclaim Christ in the world.

We proclaim not ourselves, but Christ Jesus as Lord  
and ourselves as your servants for Jesus’ sake.
For the God who said, Let light shine out of darkness, 
has caused the light to shine within us:

 14



To give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God  
in the face of Jesus Christ.

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ  
according to Matthew. 
Glory to you, O Lord.

Jesus said, ‘Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of 
the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything that I 
have commanded you. And remember, I am with you always, to 
the end of the age.’  
Matthew 28:19-20

Affirmation of Commitment 
Will you continue in the apostles’ teaching  
and fellowship, in the breaking of bread,  
and in the prayers?  
With the help of God, I will.
Will you persevere in resisting evil, 
and whenever you fall into sin,  
repent and return to the Lord?  
With the help of God, I will.
Will you proclaim by word and example  
the good news of God in Christ?  
With the help of God, I will.
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Will you seek and serve Christ in all people, 
loving your neighbour as yourself?  
With the help of God, I will.
Will you acknowledge Christ’s authority  
over human society, 
by prayer for the world and its leaders, 
by defending the weak, and by seeking peace and justice?  
With the help of God, I will.
May Christ dwell in your hearts through faith, 
that you may be rooted and grounded in love  
and bring forth the fruit of the Spirit. 
Amen.

Hymn

Go forth and tell! O Church of God, awake!  
God’s saving news to all the nations take:  
proclaim Christ Jesus, Saviour, Lord and King,  
that all the world his glorious praise may sing.

 
Go forth and tell! God’s love embraces all;  
he will in grace respond to all who call:  
how shall they call if they have never heard  
the gracious invitation of his word?

 16



 
Go forth and tell! The doors are open wide:  
share God’s good gifts – let no one be denied;  
live out your life as Christ your Lord  
shall choose,  
your ransomed powers for his sole glory use.

 
Go forth and tell! O Church of God, arise!  
Go in the strength which Christ your Lord 
supplies;  
go till all nations his great name adore  
and serve him, Lord and King for evermore.

Words: James Seddon (1915-1983)  
Music: Walter Greatorex (1877-1949)  

 

Prayer - Lesley

Almighty God,  
who on the day of Pentecost 
sent your Holy Spirit to the apostles 
with the wind from heaven and in tongues of flame, 
filling them with joy and boldness to preach the gospel: 
by the power of that same Spirit 
strengthen us to witness to your truth  
and to draw everyone to the fire of your love; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
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Blessing – Linda

The Lord be with you  
and also with you

God, who has prepared for you  
a city with eternal foundations,  
bring you, with Peter and Paul and all the saints, 
to the eternal and triumphant joy of that city; 
and the blessing of God almighty, 
the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, 
come down upon you this day, and remain with you 
always. 
Amen

 18


